
File: IC/ICA 

School Year/School Calendar/Instruction Time 

The school calendar for the ensuing school year shall prepared by the superintendent in 
consultation with staff and the District Accountability committees. The calendar shall be 
presented in March for Board approval in April. The number of hours/days of planned 
teacher-student instruction and of teacher-student contact shall meet or exceed the 
requirements of state law. 

All calendars shall include the dates for all staff in-service programs scheduled for the 
upcoming school year.  The administration shall allow public input from parents and 
teachers prior to scheduling the dates for staff in-service programs. 

A copy of the calendar shall be provided to all parents/guardians of students enrolled in 
district schools.  Any change in the calendar except for emergency closings or other 
unforeseen circumstances shall be preceded by adequate and timely notice of no less 
than 30 days. 

If a school day is lost due to an emergency, the Board at its next regular meeting shall 
ratify the administrative action in closing the school. 

Adoption date September 29, 1994 

Revised to conform with practice: date of manual adoption: 

LEGAL REFS.:   C.R.S. 22-1-112 (school year and national holidays) 

C.R.S. 22-32-109 (1)(n) (duty to determine school year and instruction 

hours) 

C.R.S. 22-33-102 (1) (definition of academic year) 

C.R.S. 22-33-104 (1) (compulsory attendance law) 

C.R.S. 22-44-115.5 (fiscal emergency) 

1 CCR 301-39, Rules 2254-R-2.06 (school year and instruction hours; 

definition of contact/instruction time) 

http://www.lpdirect.net/casb/crs/22-1-112.html
http://www.lpdirect.net/casb/crs/22-32-109.html
http://www.lpdirect.net/casb/crs/22-33-102.html
http://www.lpdirect.net/casb/crs/22-33-104.html
http://www.lpdirect.net/casb/crs/22-44-115_5.html
https://www.sos.state.co.us/CCR/NumericalCCRDocList.do?deptID=4&deptName=300%20Department%20of%20Education&agencyID=109&agencyName=301%20Colorado%20State%20Board%20of%20Education


CROSS REFS.: EBCE, School Closings and Cancellations 

 

 

Legal updated 2010 

 

 

NOTE 1:  State law establishes the school year as 1080 hours of planned teacher-student instruction 
for secondary school students (high school, middle school or junior high), 990 hours of such 
instruction for elementary school students other than kindergartners, 900 hours of such instruction for 
a full-day kindergarten program and 450 hours of such instruction for a half-day kindergarten 
program. The actual hours of teacher-student instruction may be reduced for parent/teacher 
conferences, staff in-service programs and closings due to student health, safety or welfare concerns 
to 1056 hours for secondary students, 968 hours for elementary students other than kindergartners, 
870 hours for full-day kindergarten students and 435 hours for half-day kindergarten students. In no 
case shall a school schedule fewer than 160 days without specific prior approval of the commissioner 
of education. [C.R.S. 22-32-109 (1)(n)] 
 
                               Teacher-Pupil Instruction Minimum Hours/Days 
 
Half-Day Kindergarten                          450 hours   (can be reduced* to 435 hours)     160 days 
Full-Day Kindergarten                          900 hours    (can be reduced* to 870 hours      160 days  
Elementary (besides kindergarten)      990 hours    (can be reduced* to 968 hours)     160 days 
Secondary                                         1,080 hours    (can be reduced* to 1,056 hours)  160 days 
 
*Can be reduced for parent/teacher conferences, staff in-service and closings necessary for student 
health, safety or welfare. 

 

http://z2.ctspublish.com/casb/DocViewer.jsp?docid=91&z2collection=core#JD_EBCE

